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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

 
Kylie Hillard, President of the Association of Labor Lawyers of 

Queensland (and Barrister-at-Law) states: 

“In the past week, the tragic and untimely death of Teresa Bradford 
has prompted responses from the media, and both sides of politics, on 
what can be done to protect women who experience domestic and 
family violence.”  

“Sadly, Peter Dutton, LNP Minister for Immigration and Border 
Protection has used this tragedy for political point scoring rather than 
constructive assistance to help protect those in need.” 

“And, as is frequently the case, Mr Dutton’s latest attack on 
Annastacia Palaszczuk, Premier of Queensland and the Queensland 
Australian Labor Party, is grossly ill-informed.” 

“Last week, Mr Dutton said to 2GB radio, among other things, that the 
death of Teresa Bradford is because the Queensland Australian Labor 
Party magistracy appointments were “soft” or “lefties” and he said “if 
you appoint civil libertarians to the court benches … you will get soft 
sentences and that’s exactly what happened here.” ” 

“As stated by Bill Potts, President of the Queensland Law Society, Mr 
Dutton’s comments are “breathtaking in their ignorance.” 

“Here are some reasons why.” 

“First, the Magistrate involved in the Teresa Bradford case is a 
Magistrate who has a reputation for fairness and impartiality, and 
whose background includes being the former Queensland Police 
Service solicitor. He is a Magistrate who attracts the support of the 
legal profession at large in this case.”  

“Second, Mr Dutton by his comments, does not reflect the facts of 
what occurred – the perpetrator of domestic and family violence in 
Teresa’s case was not “sentenced” but was admitted to bail which is a 
totally different proceeding with very different considerations, which is 
why the Premier of Queensland is no doubt considering variations to 
bail legislation in Queensland.” 

“Third, Mr Dutton in suggesting that a civil libertarian background 
makes one “soft” and unsuitable for appointment, not only grossly 
misapprehends the separation of powers, but also profoundly ignores 
the role of the judiciary as independent in upholding the integrity of the 
legal system and the law. It also overlooks the Judicial Appointments 
Advisory Panel that has been established by the Queensland 
Australian Labor Party to ensure the integrity of judicial appointments.”  

“Fourth, Mr Dutton in suggesting that the LNP would have somehow 
made appointments that were better and more protective, perhaps 
ought to first consider the track record of his own party in Queensland 
where the LNP has undermined the diversity and integrity of the 
judiciary in its appointment of very few women, and, let’s not forget the 
political embarrassment around the former LNP Attorney-General 
Jarrod Bleijie and his conduct in bringing the integrity of the judiciary 
into disrepute.” 

 
 

 
 
 
Postal Address 
95 Hows Road 
NUNDAH QLD 4012 
 
Email 
laborlawyersqld@gmail.com 
 
Website 
www.qldlaborlawyers.com 

Facebook 
@laborlawyers.qld  

 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/immigration-minister-peter-dutton-says-queensland-magistrates-are-hopeless-leftwing-softies/news-story/5a5d11375689e372913bc30e03e4c917
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/immigration-minister-peter-dutton-says-queensland-magistrates-are-hopeless-leftwing-softies/news-story/5a5d11375689e372913bc30e03e4c917
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/justice-initiatives/protocol-for-judicial-appointments
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/justice-initiatives/protocol-for-judicial-appointments
http://www.qldlaborlawyers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/laborlawyers.qld/


 

“Fifth, Mr Dutton’s continuous attacks on the Queensland Australian Labor Party and the 
Premier of Queensland with his focus on sentencing, and assertions of being soft on crime, 
is unfounded. An independent consideration and analysis reveals that since 2015 the 
Queensland Australian Labor Party has passed a number of pieces of legislation including a 
new criminal offence for strangulation in a domestic setting and declaration of domestic 
violent offences, among other things.” 

 
- ENDS -  
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